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From the N. 


An Appeal to the Publ 


> ‘ P . rr ' 
Or the Characier of Mr. JOHN Teil. 


iC mecluc d.] 


After the confession of May last, I do not re 
to have seen Mr. Tainter, witil the fore; 


be r, Hor to have he rd of liis maAVe aa prpere 


of Julv, when | received a letter frei hy 
Mitchell, stating that Mr. Tainter was at his bouse, im 
the oily of New-York—that he had brought a Jetter 
from a friend in’ Amenia, certifying that | had recom- 
mowed Lim to the people in that place. and exh 
alettor from Mr. Turner, dated Feb. 1820, contains 
friendly edsice These Jeiters were nsed by fuin, (4 
appears by Me chell’s communication, ) as evidence, 
that rm itidence and feliowshap of Sir. “Vur- 
ner ondsinysell. By these means. he gained admission 
info Nir. Mars 4 mipat, Wwe, | considered his u kik vy nse 
j 


pas 
olay wage, and } resenting ati old letler o; 


tice trou Nie turner, when be tad wm has pOSssess! hd 
1 letiers from the same nean; one thet wes adcress- 
e , a nother to himself, containing high | 
‘ t ral rere anoriedrersions upon bis conduet, 
and ho 'yery recent date, was evidence sufficient to 
vt! eopelu-ion thet i Wt gotintend to pursue 
jest Cour. I, therefore, Driz ir, MPOthat 
! racter dul wot stout fair at the Flastw ar, ne 
tral is want of sincerity ! was folly eatisbed his 
conduct at New rk. in ot reenects, was con-ider 
ed truly eensurable, by ' nd others, that hed 
Pariens of lis prosee ings } <} r@vur to cive 
‘ bef ihe subject here ailud to: but should we- 
cessity roquire, publicity will hereafter be given 
the Juth of July, T went to Sinemie, and reealled 
my letter of ttroduction. end left tie copy of three 


- . 
,crlrers tr 


ff vendly 


| 
| 


T will here apprize the reader, that I] informed Mr. 
Sloughter, of Clavarack, that Mr. ‘Tainter was a sus- 
picious character, and that a catalogue of immoral 


charges was prefered against him from the Fastward, 


by reason of which the Universalist Soc/efres, ard 
Poeaclers would not countenanee bim, 4nd refused to 
ij——that I had several of these clarees 16 

om Mr. Turner,-—that Mr. ‘Tainter had ac- 

ged that they were true, and that he wight ex- 

them, by calling at my house. Notwithsiand- 

s information, be admitted him into his pray, 

1 (, indiscriminately, the character of UniveFsa! 


Before I close, it is requisite to lay before the reader, 


afew acts of Mr. T. whieh prevented his receiving 


the fellowship of the General Convention of Univer 


enlists, in September, 1820. Besides the affair of the 


| pocket-book, which has already been recited, the Rev. 


i Jacoh Wood, of Shirley, Mass. related to me 


; joGchs. 


m Nr. Terner, as a reason of that meusure, 


and apprized a few of the brethren there, of his proceed- 
pres at ive w- York. ‘| hey liamtmediate ly disitissed Nir, 
"‘bainter froas ther service, and he cis ctly sougiit hé- 
fuge under the banners of Presbylerianisim 

There is one fact, in relation fo his conduct, whieh | 
ought not to be omitted, After Mr. T. had obtained a 
Jetter of introduction from the Rev. Mr. Peery, of Sia- 
ron, Con. to the Rev. Mir. Sloughter, of Clavarack, V. 
Bi and made an af pon fment, publicly, to recant the 
sentiment of universetem, he wentto Mount Washing-! 
ton, Mass. and pre: ched untrersal sulration to the aud-! 
jence there, and assisted them in formmege into soc} ‘ty, 
and wrote a Jetter for them to the General Convention 


of Universalist., in which he mentioned his owen name, 


as the mistrument, in the hands of God, of adminis 


ing to them the gospel, by which theirreligions 4 


‘antain Dibble, and ot 


Washington, 


perty hod been promoted! ¢ 
Mount 


that ov the 26th day of August, Mr. 


of the Society at informed 


to them the doctrine of Universal a’ and 


vation > 


they considered him unusually severe in his remarks. 


against the doctrine of endless misery. and partic 
ly azanst Calrinism ! This took place the day : 
he had beeo with Mr. Sloughter, and left an appr 


ment for a public recantation /!/ 


According to the best nformation T have been 
to obtain, Mr. ‘¢, had fteo other appomniments, on 
Ametia, and the other at Pive Flain-, °): 
ty, wor the purpose of delivering his recantation, 


frome he preached Universalism at Mouut Washi 


sti de 


POs- 


' 


hers! 


tne, 


Painter preached 


that 


Har- 
ifter 
unt- 
! 


ubte 


7 


| . “+ 
it was the same 


! senuations that were prejudicial to he® character. 


the fol- 


lowing facts which occurred in Shirley. Mro Ts. was 


ued, by a merchant in the vicinity, for a debt of twen- 


ty collars, or rising, which he had contracted by re 
ceiving, of the merchant, cloth for a cioak and pania- 
Ile delivered up the cloth for the cloak, which 
left something like eight dollars, and a few cents, still 
due the merchont. Mr. Wood, rather than see T. go 


to gaol, consented to give his note, provided Mr. ‘Il. 


‘| would sign an order on the Society’s Comuiittee for 


four collars, which sum was due him from the Society. 


Mir. VT. aller manifesting some reluctance, signed the 
order. A short time aiter, in the absence of Mr. W. 
Tainter called on the Commitiee, and received the 


ir dollars in cotton goods ; Jeaving Mr. W. with that 
r, asa memorial of his dishonesty, together with 
the sum of eight dollars, or more, to pay for him! 


*, Wood complained of this fraudulent treatment, 
bat obtained no other satisfaction, than empty prom- 
ines from ‘Tainter. 

Che greater part of the time Mr. T. was in Shirley, 
ne boorded witl 
house. ‘lhere arose some misunderstanding between 
daughtcr, which caused her to treat 
rhis 


. one day 


and Major L.'s 
him with some coolness and indifference, state 
f things coutineed for some time, when T 
informed the young Jady, that he had something of 


importance to communicate to her, and produced a 


Jetter which he said he had just received from a friend, | 


who was well acquainted with Miss L. She asked if 


tie letter concerned her?) To which he replied in the 


aflirmative. She requested to see the contents of the 


| Jetter, but was denied-—T. read the letter, which con 


teined no direct charges against the lady, but some in- | 


She 
demanded the writer’s name, which he refused to dis- 


; 


close. She requested to see the handwriting—this 


was, also, denied her, After a short contest of words, 


T. permitied her te see tne superscription, when she’ 
recognized the handwriting to be thet of Zainter / 


She laid this to his charge, which he denied, tll he 
fonad that to persist in the denial was useless ; when 


he owned thet he wrote the superseription, but stated 


that hr triend handed bim the Jetter in haste, baving 


neglected to write upon the outside. She then charg- 
ei hin with wring the snside, as well as the super- 


-cription.-—This he repeatedly denied. —The young la- 


ly maneges in such a manner, as to obtain «a sight of | 


the inside of the letter, aud instantly discovered that 
hand.-~After a fiw severe 


fem the young lady, T. confessed that he wrote the 


Major Longiey, near Mr. Wood?’s | 


recgonarKs 


whole, but said this was a copy of the original ; which 
he promised to place in her possession, if she would 
allow him a given time to look it up. She left the 
room, and at the appoiuted time suddenly came in, 


and found T, copying ihe letter which she bad before 
iseen! The whole mystery now vanished, and “©. in 
much confusion, ackuowledged himself the author of 
the letter! 

| Major L. when he was informed of this affair, refue- 
led to give him house-room, «nd he went to Mr. Wood’s, 
jand made preparation for leaving the place, promising 
-to pay Major L. for his board betore he ieft town. 
This. howerer, he did not perform. 

|} Previous to his departure, he agreed with a young 
iventleman that wasstudying with Mr. Wood, that if 
i e would pay the postage o! the newspapers which: had 
theen sent him from Boston, (smounting, I think, to 
tog Jess than a do}lur,) for which he wae in- 


eciitiet 


debted to the postmaster, he might have the pspers 
then on hand, snd continue tio receive them at the of- 
fice for several months Jonger. The young gentleman, 


knowing that Mr. ‘IT. was also indebted for the postage 
of l-ters, particutarly specified in the agreement, that 
he would pay no postage for T. except that of the 
newspapers. he ve to leave 
Shirley, they walked to the post-office, and near the 
office 1. proposed taking the money himself, and going 


evening before was 





in alone, to settie the postage, and gave direction for 
the future delivery of the papers. 
jiurned some change to the young gentleman, who in- 


| 
: ile did so; and re- 
quired of him, whether the postage of the newspapers 
amounted to so large a sum? to which he replied in the 
affirmative. This did not satisfy the young gentleman, 
and he therefore went, early the next morning, to the 
post-office, and obtained a copy of Tuinter’s whole ac- 
Vood’s, without the knowl- 
edge of Mr. T. 
ascertained that the money which he banded T., the 


Dy this means, the young gentleman 


| 

} 

{ 

; 

j count, and returned to Mr. 
| 

| eacning before, had, contrary to agreement, and con- 
{ 


trary to 1 .’s declaration, been appropriated to pay the 
| ge of Tainter’s /e/fers. 


curred, and in presence of Mr. W. the subyecct was in- 


i posta An opportunity soon oc 


troduced, and the agreement talked over; wien Mr. 
W. stated, that the young gentleusan was only to pay 


for the postage of the papers. ‘This gentleman then 
told “i., that be was impressed with a suspicion that the 
postage of the papers did net amount to the sum, which 
jhe had pretended to pay. ‘Tl. was apparently quite ane 
ery, and asked, ‘Do you call in question wy honor 2 
| Do you think that 1 would be guilty of such false/ood, 
meanucss, and dishonesiy? The gentleman rephed, 
that he could not believe that the postage of the papers 
Whev Mr. 


T. had indulged in expressing Lis resentuent toa con- 


amounted to so much as he had pretended, 


siderable degree, the gentleman presented a copy of 
| Tainter’s account, from under the hand of the post- 
master. This account amonoted to the exact sum 
which T. had paid out of the soung man’s money, and 
embraced the whole amouat of the postage of the pa- 
and that of Ilis courage then 


pers, ‘Tainter’s letters. 


seemed to forseke hime, and he acknowledged both, the 

falsehood sud the fraud!) Vhe gendeman then told T. 
that he considered bim a dishonest villain; that he was 
welcome to the money and papers, both; and that he 

‘would bave nothing riore to do with him. 

When Mr, Tainter made his appearance at the Gen- 

eral Convention, which was heiden im Claremont, Nv. A. 

September, 1820, and laid before the commautfce ap- 


‘pointed to receive applications, his request jor a Wetier 











; so; for it seems be believed all hypocrites would be these and other passages, it seems that the day of judg- 


ee 


Z tioned, but they are considered unworthy of serious no- judgment begin at the house of God, the house of Is- 


ee 
a eeeimennaasensslll 
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of Fellowship, they rejected him on account of his im-| that the day of judgment will be at the close of time, 
moral deportment, which has been briefly delineated.|1 have had some thoughts upon this subject, which do 
This Committee consisted of the Rev. Messrs. Paul] not coincide with the orthodox faith. But those who 
Dean, Joshua Flagg, and Jacob Wood. claim to themselves this popular name, must bow to 
" Instead, therefore, of having the fellowship of the| scripture, or their orthodoxy is heteredoxy. 
General Convention of Universalists, which | supposed I think of two difficulties, attending the common 
to be the fact, he had made appli¢ation for fellowship opinion. 
and was rejected in consequence of his incongruous} = pipcg 
deportment! There are a few other irregularities of 
Mr. Tainter’s, but I shall omit to mention them, be- 
lieving that the specimens already given, are sufficient. 

I shal] now proceed to the brief notice of a few par- 
ticulars, containing his recantation. Not being present 
when it was read, in the form of a sermon, I have had to 
depend upon the testimony of a large number of respec- 
table witnesses, one of whom took notes of the dis- 
course, when delivered. 

1. He stated, that * he had (fried to believe the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation, for more than three years 
past, but could not. That HE NEVER BELIEV- 
ED IT!!! though he had pretended to be a believer, 

i and had preached the doctrine.” 

) Here you learn, from his own statement, that he has 
never been a Universalist! Consequently, through the 
whole of his abandoned career, he has been a believer in 


The common opinion, that the day of judg- 
ment is at the close of time, does not seem to be con- 
sistent with other articles of the same creed. Those 
who call themselves orthodox, profess to believe, that as 
soon as a person dies he goes immediately to a state of 
endless happiness, or misery. According to this opin- 
ion, they suppose that some of mankind have been in 
heaven, and others in hell almost six thousand years.— 
Yet they suppose all these persons are to come out of 
heaven and hell, at the last day to be judged. But I 
ask why? Have they been in heaven or hell all this 
time, before it is determined, whether they have gone 
to their proper place? Does it not seem rational, that 
they, should be judged, before they receive their sen- 
tence to heaven or hell ? 





Secondly. Another difficulty is, to reconcile the com- 
; mon faith with many other passages of scripture. Our 


' 
. ° pe | t t i é s, s iKS > 
endless misery! Ifsuch be the fruit of a belief in end- sar aia eg hag vei daggen, denna aprerde. tia nice: 


ek cieades Miia i eiidein, nian caridiel Vd pos |SeComent as having commenced, eighteen hundred 
Bite npcainat r JE 6 , years ago. ‘ Vow is the judgment of this world.’ Again, 
$ . 


, John xvi 8 11, * The comforter wi prov > Ww 
2. He stated, that * when he was preaching the doc- ; rs mn cog ra erates 
- a . ‘ : . | ofsin, of righteousness and judgment.’ * Of judgment; 
trine of Universal Salvation, his blood almost curdled in} : : “/- Ps san ; 
: : arp | because the prince of this world is judged.’ 1 Pet. iv 
' his veins, from the full conviction, that he was preach- | Aah: 


ing false doctrine!’ 1 should not be surprised ifit were a7, © Feegmenh mast begin ot the house of God.” From 
endlessly damned, in the future world, while he was in- piesa ng See Se Weve 
dulging himself in the most abominable hypocricy that We ante taught 2 Cor. v. 10, * We must-all appear be- 
ever disgraced a human being ! fore the judgment seat of Christ.” Again, John xii 43, 
3. He stated, that ‘ in consequence of hearing a ser- Jesus cried, ‘the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
mon from Dr. M’Auly, the 22d of April last, his convic- judge him in the last day.’ Now what is meant by the 
tions of the falsehood of Universalism were stronger than last day? Are we to understand by the last day, at 
ever..—That ‘he had an awful, sleepless night ;-—that the close of time, or the close of the Jewish _dispensa- 
‘these impressions of the CERTAINTY OF ENDLESS mis-| “OP OF the millennium day? | think, the judgment- 
ERY NEVER LEFT nim!’ Why, then, did he continue seat of Christ, must be a ficurative expression. Are 
to preach Universal Salvation, until the Universalists neta made to appear before the judgment-seat of 
wholly discarded him for his wicked deeds ? Christ, whenever the comforter reproves them of sin, 
Other particulars, in his recantation, might be men- according to the word of Jesus? And did not this 


tice, as the author of that pretended recantation is of | "#¢! oF the church, when the gospel was preached to 
public confidence. 1 will only add, that since Mr. them ; when some were made to see, while others were 
Tainter has publicly declared, that he has practised made blind? Jesus says, * for judgment lam come into 
“‘high-handed iniquity” for a considerable time past,| tis World: that they which see not might see, 
we would inform the believers of endless misery, that and that they which see might be made blind,’ 
this is the sole reason why he bas been discountéenanced, | 90h" 1x 39. 
and wholly set aside by the Universalists ! In Psalm Ivili 11, we read ‘ God judgeth in the earth. 
A word to the Presbyterians, and I shall close. It is} And when God's judgments are abroad in the earth, 
the uniform custom of the Universalists, to inquire into| the people should learn righteousness.” By judgments 
the moral character of all their candidates for the minis-|in these texts, two things may be understood. First. 
iry. %Iftheir characters are not good, they are not ad- The laws, statutes or commandments of God. Sec- 
mitted to fellowship as preachers. Would it not have |ondly, the afflictions or plegues, which are sent upon 
been better for you, to have made some inquiry, rela- mankind, Both of these may serve to awaken and re- 
tive to the moral character of Mr. Tainter, before you form some, and blind and harden others. When God's 
admitted him into your pulpits, and caressed and fel- | statutes or commandments are disregarded, tribulation 
lowshipped him? The latter, however, is the course | aad anguish, indignation and wrath come upon trans- 
you have prefered. If you should succeed, and keep|gressors. This is eVident, from both sacred and pro- 
him within the bounds of moral honesty, you will be en- | fane history. Individuals, families, tribes, and nations 
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nae! 
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At the same time that these terrible judgments came 
upon the notoriously wicked, God found out a way for 
those to escape, who were denominated righteous, 
Thus some were blessed, while others were cursed. But 
these judgments and mercies took place in this world, 
We are not led into another state of existence, to be. 
hold the end of the righteous and the wicked, But 
those who believed God’s word, and obeyed in some 
good degree bis commands, received their reward heres 
while those who di-believed and transgressed his laws 
met the punishment their sins deserved. All this may 
be for the glory of God, and the good of mankind in al] 
ages of the world. And as God, retaineth not bis an- 
ger forever, those who make themselves wicked and 
miserable in time, may be made holy and happy in 


eer 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


REPLY TO ‘6.° 

Dear Brother,— You seem to think it ‘singular’ that 
I have it that we enjoy eternal life in this world ; bnt 
I shall think it much more singniarif yon can make out 
that itis not so. ‘* To know God (says the scriptures) 
is aionion (eternal) life.’ See John xvii3. Are none 
brought to know God in this world? * Was not this to 
know me saith the Lord?’ Jer. xxii 16. *1 wil! give 
them an heart to know me.’ xxiv 7. * All shall know 
me.’ XXxi 34. 

This knowledge of God, dear sir, is here in the earth, 
and | Lope you are nota stranger to it; but does it 
follow, since this knowledge of God is eternal life, that 
* this life, and this world, will eternally endure?’ V ell, 
be it so; but remember this life, of which I speak, is 
not animal life, but spiritual; not temporal, but eternal. 
It is that life which Jesus said, if a man possessed, by 
believing in him, be should ‘never die.’ John xi 25. 
Do you believe in Christ? If so, have you not eternat 
life ? 

You refer me to your observations im the Universalist 

Magazine, of the 3d of Nov. and those in the same pa- 
per, signed Senex. 
Permit me to refer you to the scriptures ; particular- 
ly to those which | quoted in my former communica- 
tion, and in this; as also to John vi 40 47. 1 Pet. it 
6, &c. Yours ia love, J. Beeese, 


——88 3 aoe 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE; 





SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


The Southern Association of Universalists was at- 
tended at Milford, Mass. on the 12th inst. by the Rev. 
H. BAttou, of Boston; T. Waitremork, of Milford ; 
and H. BALvov, 2d. of Roxbury. On account of the 
unexpected fewness of members present, the Associa- 
tion was not organized ; but public service was perform- 
ed in the following order, viz. 

Morning Service. 

’ 

Sermon, by H. Ballou, 2d. from Mat. vii 13 14, ¢ En- 
ter ye in at the strait gate ; for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat; because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few 
there be which find it. 

Concluding prayer, by ‘T. Whittemore. 


Introductory prayer, by H. Ballou ; 


Afternoon Service. 
Introductory prayer, by H. Ballou, 2d. 
Sermon, by H. Ballou, from Gal. i 11, * But I certify 





iF titled to the good wishes of the Universalists, at large ; have been visited with sore judgments, when they have 

. and shall receive the thanks of one, who desires to pro- | filled up a certain measure of iniquity. God has made 

i mote the knowledge of the truth. a difference between the notoriously wicked, and the 

DAVID PICKERING. eminently righteous among mankind, in different ages 

} Hudson, N. ¥. Oct. 27, 1821. of the world. ‘These dispensations of Providence have 

\ tended to convince mankind that verily there is a God 
0 a that judgeth in the earth. 

yl Mi wsdl cintuibh ines eaeemne. The wickedness, and destruction of the old world, 

if . by a flood of waters; the cities of the plain of Sodom ; 

; ON JUDGMENT. by a storm of fire and brimstone ; the Egyptians by va- 

i i rious plagues ; the Israelites in the wilderness; and in 

% Mr.*Editor,— We read John xii 31, * Nowis the judg- | the land of Canaan; and the Jews at the destruction of 

; 3 ment of this world.” What can be the meaning of our \ Jerusalem, proved beyond a doubt that there is a God 
ey Saviour’s words? It is generally supposed by divines | that judgeth in the earth, 








you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of 
me, is no! after man.’ 


Concluding prayer, by T. Whittemore. 
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Evening Service. 
Introdactore prayer, by H. Ballou, 2d. 
Sermon, by LH. Ballou, *] the Lord 
search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every 
man sxecording to his ways, and according to the fruit 


from Jer. xvil 10, 


of bis doings.’ 
Concluding prayer, by T. Whittemore. 

The assembly was numerous, respectable and atten- 
tive. 

It was thought advisable that the several Universalist 
Societies in the vicinity of the place where the Southern 
Association shall meet, be earnestly requested to send 
delegates to its next session ; which will be holden on 
the second Wednesday of June, 1822, at the Baptist 
Meeting-house in Wrentham. 

3y request of the members present, 
HOSEA BALLOU, 2d. 

Milford, Dec. 15, 1821. 


$= () Go 


REPLY TO *6.° 


Dear Sir,—I do not think that you are an ingenuous 
disputant ; for the follewing reasons. 

1. Because, to undervalue the weight of my solution 
of your question, you mention the variety of answers 
which have been given in the Magazine. What is this 
tome? Do you not know that learned writers of your 
own denomination, have given different constructions 
of words and expressions in the scripture ? 

2, Because you misrepresent my side of the argu- 
ment. You say, *beeause you cannot reconcile both 
clauses of the verse from which our question is taken, 
viz. Mat. xxv. 46, you abandon the whole verse, and 
build your doctrine (the endless happiness of the saints, 
} suppose} upon insinuations and references, instead of 
using firm, positive, direcf, and unequivocal declara- 
Vhy do you say, that I aban- 
jon the whole verse?? J] abandon your sense of the 
verse, PF acknowledge, but I do not abandon its true 
sense. Lallow the verse as really as you do, though 


tions of the scripture.’ 


we differ in its interpretation. Agein, you assert, that 
i build my doctrine (that is, the endless happiness of 
fhe righteous) upon insinuations and references, instead 
of direct and positive declarations of scripture. ‘That 
this is a misrepresentation will appear from the follow- 


ig passages. It is said of the saints, thatthey shall 


not be ashamed nor confounded world without end,* | 


that they cannot die any more,t that they shall have 
an incorruptible crown, an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away,!! that God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be 
no more death,! that their present afflictions shal] work 
for them a far more exceeding eternal weight of glory.# 
Are not these firm, direct, positive, and unequivocal 
declarations of the endless happiness of the righteous ? 
I} could adduce many other words and expressions in 
the bible, to prove the happiness of the saints to be 
eudless, but these are sufficient for my present purpose. 
What shall we think of your candor, in representing that 
] built my faith of the endless happiness of the righte- 
ous upon mere insinuations and references ? 

3. I esteem you an unfair disputant, because I refer- 
ed you to several] passages, which testify that an end 
shall be made of sins, and all things shall be reconciled 
to God, and you bave passed them ip silence. Now, 
sir, it is certain that, if these premises shall ever be ful- 
filled, there must be an end to punishment. It is true, 
you give me to understand that you can reconcile those 
promises with the endless punishment of the wicked, 
but you have not as yet done it. I therefore rest assur- 
ed, that you nor any other person is able to do it. 

4. lL consider you an unfair disputunat, because you 
vary materially in stating the controversy between us. 





* Isa. xlw 97. 
}} 1 Peteri 4 


t Luke xx 35. 
$ Key. xxi 4, 


t 1 Cor. ix 25 
G2 Cor. iv 17. 





ln your first reply to R. Ct*tt, you say, * | contend 
that the word cionion is not used in a limited sense, in 
any passage in the New Testament.’ In reply to me, 
you say, ‘1 mean to be understood, sir, to say, that the 
word aionion is generally used in an unlimited sense in 
the New Testament.’ Here is a very essential differ- 
ence in the two statements. If the first be correct, the 
restoration of all things must be erroneous; but the last 
may be correct, and our doctrine stands unas- 
sailed. For the very term generally implies excep- 
tions. If there be exceptions in the use of the word 
aionion, it cannot alone afford absolute proof of any 
thing. 

5. In your first reply to R. Ctttt, youinform us that 
the Greek language contains no word which conveys 
the idea of endless duration so wel! as aionion. ‘To 
this | replied, by referring you to those words which are 
rendered immortal, incorruptible, &c. Of this you 
have taken no notice! For these reasons, | consider 
you a disingenuous controversailist. 

In my Jast, I stated the rule which has been invaria- 
bly adopted on both sides of the controversy, in deter- 
mining the sense of those disputed Greek words, viz. 
the nature of the subject to which they are applied.— 
To this also you have paid no regard! Now, sir, if 
you are very anxious to continue the controversy, and 
to have the last word, have the candor to follow this 
rule. If you donot, I shall not give myself the trouble 
of making you anotherreply. If the doctrine of end- 
less misery is so evident from the bible as you seem to 
think, it will be an easy task to prove it from other 
words, phrases and expressions, and then you will have 
decided the sense of the word aionion in the text under 
consideration. In undertaking this work, you are re- 
quested to reconcile those promises, refered to in my 
last, with the doctrine of endless punishment. 

Before you accuse me of ‘ abandoning’ and ‘ strik- 
ing’ out passeges in the word of God, it would be well 
for you to atlend to the above work. Ifyou do not, be 
good enough to inform me and the public, that your 
faith in endless misery rests wholly upon your dogmatic 
and quibbling interpretation of one Greek word.—J.W. 
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‘**For we know that if eur earthly house of this taber- 
nacle were dissolved, we havea building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 
—Sr. Paun. 


The doctrines of the religion of Jesus, under every 
vicissitude of an early nature, afford us a consolation 
which we can derive from no other source—even the 
perfect assurance that these tribulations which are but 
for a moment—will work out for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory in the world to come. 
That Jesus Christ was a just man; that he wrought 
uiracles; and that he was the identical person foretold 
by the ancient prophets does not leave room for the 
shadow of a doubt. We discover in him all the char- 
acteristics which were prophesied would distinguish the 
messenger of God. It is but mere evasion, to assert, 
by way of attew pting to justify our credulity, that those 
truth: from which we onght to derive our only consola- 


tion, sre not mathematicaljy demonstrated. ‘The unit- 





ed testimony of nuuiberless witnesses, who were never; aged 3 years. 
| 


suspected of a combination, and who never retracted | 
the proof which preceded the coming | 


what they said ; 
of our Saviour ; those which accompanied it, and those | 
Which followed; such as the miracles of the upostles | - 
are sO many concurrent testimonies of truth that it is’ 
impossible they should all have met exactly at the same | 
period, and formed as it were, a mass of evidence, f 


no other purpose than to give to falsehood the appear- | 


. November, 1821. 


lt then, there are proofs, sufficient to 
convince us, to believe that Jesus was a teacher sent 
from God, we are necessarily bound to believe what he 
has ssid. For if he has not deceived the world, nor 
been the agent of any impostor, ought we not to con 
clade that his word is the word of truth? That Being 
who can neither lie nor deceive, that Being who sur- 
passes our comprehension, who is infinite in goodness 


ance of truth. 


and in mercy, bas expressly informed us that Jesus of 
Nazareth was a man, the Son of David, born of Mary, 
brought up as other men; subject to the infirmaties of 
human nature ; that he sensibly felt the weight of his 
sufferings ; that he was ever affected by the anticipa- 
tion of them; and at Jast closed his career by an igno- 
minious and shameful death—even the death of the 
cross ! He alone is the way, the truth and the life, 
and he that believeth in him has everlasting life. The 
Father hath put all things into his possession—and he 
will draw all things unto himself. Jesus Christ declar- 
ed, before his death, that be should Jay down his life 
for his sheep. ‘For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotton Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should have everlasting life? And John says, ‘ le 
is the propitiation for ovR sins, and not for ours only, 
but for the sins of the WHOLE WORLD! He gave 
himself a ransom for ALL, that he might redeem us from 
ALL INIQUITY. 





ANOTHER UNIVERSALIAN SOCIETY. 


It is with much pleasure, we witness the glorious 
march of Light and Truth, and the gradual dispersion 
of the clouds of darkness and of error. In accordance 
with this sentiment, at the request of a correspondent, 
we give publicity to the following 

COMMUNICATION. 


A respectable Society, of the Universalian Order, hae 
been recently formed at Barnstable, consisting of gen- 
tlemen of Barnstable, ond the towns adjacent. The 
following gentlemen, are its present officers. 

Adino Hinckley, Ezra Crowell, Jonathan Hallett, 
James Hedge, Salathiel Nickerson, and Joseph Young, 
Committee. And Williams Cobb, Clerk. 

Any of the ministering brethren of the order, that 
may find it convenient to call on them, will be treated 
with brotherly kindness, and their labors duly appre- 
ciated, and gratefully acknowledged. 


—_>+o— 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


*R. C*ttt’ will be inserted in our next. 
‘Dt? will appear next week. 

* Plymouth’ will appear as soon as we have room, 
Several other communications on hand. 
——— —— — 

MARRIED, 
In this town, by the Rev. Elias Smith, Capt. John 
Wilson to Miss Louisa Smith. 
By the Rev, Mr. Wisner, Mr. Nathaniel Hayden to 
Miss Elizabeth Warren. 


In Lynn, Larkin Thorndike, Esq. Counsellor at Law, 
to Miss Sarah P a. 








——— 











DIED, 


In this town, Sarah, danghter of Mr. Thomas Donn, 
Ellen Maria, daughter of Mr. Charles 
Chester Frances Ann Sewall, youngest daughter of 
Mr. Sewall Hill. Wm. P.S. Thorndike, eldest son of 
Jeremiah Thorndike, aged 9, 

en 


NOR Sale at this Office, price 12 1-2 cents, *A 
DISCOURSE, delivered before the Female Sama- 
'ritan Society, in Boston, on the evening of the 25th of 
By Paut DEAN, Pastor.’ Publish- 
;ed by the request of the Society, for the benc&t of its- 
funds. 
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CONTEMPLATION. 


** Spangled with stars a shining frame, 
Their great original proclaim.” 


How delightful to a contemplative mind is the con- 
templation of God! What brilliancy decorates the 


heavenly canopy? ‘The other evening, just as the twi-| 


lizht had begun to spread her mantle over the day, and 
to hash the noise and tumultuous scenes of the busy 
world, and the cares of the day had subsided, 1, with 
my friend Lorenzo, took a walk to a rising eminence, 


where, undisturbed, we could contemplate in silence, | 
the sublimity of the heavens, tinged with all the beau- | 


ties of the setting sun; when, to use the language of a 
learned author, ‘ several stars and planets appeared one 
afler another, till the whole firmament was in a glow. 


The blueness of the ether was exceedingly heightened | 


and enlivened, by the season of the year, and the rays 
of all those luminaries that passed through it.?--.2ddison, 
‘The galaxy appeared in its most beautiful white ; and 
oue star after another appeared in succession, tii] the 
whole scene was completed. We first surveye! the 
heavens in silence, with that degree of solemnity which 
always becomes the subject. We then turned fora 
moment, and, behold, far in the northern regions, the 
POLAR, OF NORTH-STAR, ever steady to its fixed pur- 
pose, as a guide to the mariner, appeared, shining with 
a steady but serene light. 
ed, are continually mounting the battlements of heav- 
en, and as often receding to make room for others, this 
siuonds fixed as a permanent directory to the mariner on 


Whilst other stars, | observ- 


the trackless ocean. So may the holy scriptores, im 
like manner, be the only sure guide to the christian 
pilgrim in bis journey throngh the wilderness of time: 
and cause him at all times, whether in adversity or 
prosperity, to look unto them and unto Christ, as his 
only sure guides, as the mariner doe~ the compass and 
the star; and which will point him to that city, * whose 
builder and maker is God.’ 
‘pools of water in dry places.* ; 

But to return. We again turned our attention to 
the oriental portion of the sky, when bebold, two bril- 
Jiant stars, which astronomers inform us, are Jupiter 
and Saturn, appeared rising in the east with all that re- 
splendant lustre ond glory, which bespeak their * divine 
original.” The more we gazed, the more we were 
wrapped in silent adimiration, on bebolding these * stars 
in the east,’ because ‘here was the birth-place of 
the glory of God, which was announced to the shep- 
herds on the plains of Judea, by an unusual light in the 
firmament—‘ and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them; and they were sore afraid ;—but the mes- 
senger of glad tidings said unto them, * fear not.’ And 
also announced to the wise men of the east, by the ap- 
pearance of a remarkable ster; who also repaired to 
the city of Bethlchem.—* For we have seen his star in 
the east, and are come to worship him.’ Christ is the 
glory of God as revealed to man in the gospel. 

Again we turned, for * the eye is never satisfied with 
seeing,’ and far advanced on her western circuit, ap- 
peared the planet Venus, or the Evening Star, shining 


and sparkling with a no less degree of biilliancy, but of 


a different complexion, from those we before observed. 
‘This star always takes the lead, for she is alternately 
the evening and morning representative, which brings 
to mind him, who is * the Gr-t and the last’--and w ho is 
called *the bright and morning star.? These planets 
taken in conjunction, poured such a flood of divine fire 
uito our bosoms, or Jove and gratitude to their divine 
author, as none but those who feel can describe. 
Lorenzo, who knows but that those brilliant gems, 
which we have just been viewing, which to appearance 


are hung in the heavens, are oiber worlds, far superior | a short conlinement, to endless liberty. 
in grandeur to this * dull planet’ on which we live; or 


at least, to speak more philosophically, suns to other 


worlds? Who knows but these brilliant stars which | 


May they be untohim, as 


hang suspended over our heads, whieh shine at such 
an inconceivable distance, are other worlds containing 
the spirits of our departed friends, who have, and still 
are, going on * from perfection to perfee tion?’ But the 





idea is novel; I wiil quit if, and be satisfied in believ- 
ling with the wise man, that * the spirit returns to God 
who gave it,’ therefore it must be at the fountain of 
happiness, at the fountain of love. 

What person can help,—when they view and con- 
template the starry heavens, exclaiming with the psal- 
mist, * the heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handy work 
tereth speech, and night unto night sheweth kaowl- 
edge.” Milton says, and traly:— 

* These are thy glorious works, parent ef good, 


Almighty, thine this universal frame, 


Thus wond’rous fair; thyself how wond’rous then !, 


Unspeakoble—.? 


At this time, having a desire to breath forth some poet- 


star, came forcibly into my mind. 


and adopt it as my owa sentiments. 
known to me:— 


Ode to the Erening Star. 


O venus! lovely evening star, 
Diffusing precious tight afar! 

How much superior is thy fame, 

To hers, from whom thou tak’st thy name : 
She leadeth bapless man astray — 

Thou lightest wanderers on their way. 
The mantle of the dark was spread, 
The tempest roared around my head, 
As wearied pensive and alone 

Through dreary wilds | journey’d on; 
Imploring for some gentle ray, 

Vo light a wanderer on his way. 

When soon with gladness and surprise, 
] saw her deck the western skies ; 
Cheering the dismal gloow of night, 
With grateful friendly mod’ rate light; 
Perfect as all the glare of day, 

To light a wanderer on bis way. 

Let others spend their time in vain, 

And give intemperance the reign ; 

Nor in their mirthful feasts control, 

The bangnet and the midnight bowl: 
But those impure delights obey, 

Which but misleads the wanderer’s way. 
To them their pleasure Lresign, 

Be reason and religion amine: 

With these no other light we need, 
These best, man’s stated journey lead, 
To that cold tomb of human clay, 
Where ends the wan ierer’s earthly way. 


And does then ‘the wanderer’s earthly way? end in 
the tomb? inquired my friend, Yes, Lorenzo, as every 
day's experiens e testifies ; but there is a more glorious 
prospect beyond the confines of earth and t ine, for the 
weary pilgrim, * which eye hath not seen,’ but which is 
clearly ‘revecled, becatisce * life and immortality are 
brought to light through the gospel.’ Fear not, then, 
thou weary wanderer: fear not, at the call of the 


> to descend into 


great * Shepherd and Bishop of souls, 
the tomb. Thy /ife or sperit, theu mayest safely trust 
with the great Father of spirits; who is iuord aud pro- 
tector of the inrisible, as well as of the visible world. 
With respeet to this eurthly labernacle, be not casi 
down, for reason and religion are faithful and undeviat- 
ing guides to the abodes of blessedness. * If)? says an 
author, ‘it is taken down, it is only to be rebuilt upoa 





a disiner plan, and ina more heavenly form. If it re- 
j tires into the shadow of death, it is only to return, from 
lt it falls mto 
dissolution, it is in order to rise wore illustrious from its 





tuins, and wear an infinitely brighter lace of pericet’on, 
and of glory..—iJervey. Do we not see the stars pro- 


Day unto day ut- | 


ical effusion. the following selected ode to the evening | 
] here transcribe, | 
‘The author is un- | 


all 


gressing onward, and following the track of the great 


luminary of day, and then setting behind the western 
hills, as it were, falling into the earth, ond #gain rising 
outof the ocean, into an immensity of space? Are 
they not in some measure emblematical of the fall of 


man and of his rising agai intp life immortal? ] use 


this only as a figure. Christ, our forerunner and ‘el- 
der brother,’ who is also our spiritual luminary, enier- 
ed the tomb, bat arose trinuwphant, and is now a con- 
queror over death, having put on the habiliments of 


immortality. With the poet: 


** The wire, the just, the pions, and the brave, 


| Live in their deaths, and flourish from the grave ; 
Groin hid in earth repays the reapers ce ire, 
And ev’ning suns but set to rise more fair? 


(Put whither am T wandering? It was those brillient 


stars, scining so brehtin the Grosement, which trst 


| called forth these eveniug contemplations, 

[fail, tuou high! ‘ ih ait ols oe MN 

[ all, (uou Girhly fatored patron of the night! Theu 
artever ready to jend thy aid as well to direct the wea- 
rv pilgtim through life’s uneven read, es to the m nner 
n the turbi len Coan, Vhe n | view thy ‘hinite jue. 
|tre my heart rejoiwes, for it bre wguin to mind the 
letar which appeared in ancient time. and which direct. 
red the feet of the wise men to where * the young child 
‘wus—even {he star of Bethlehem ‘When they « 
ihe star they rejoiced with exceeding great pov? It 
lean-es me to think of Lim. wi s ‘the root _ i off. 


spring of David, and the bright on 
also remind me of bim whom the ps phe ts pron; 


‘ = , ; 
l shall see him, but not new ; | chal! behold hitn brut 


! | ’ 
not nigh: there sbali come astar out of Jacot nda 
fsceptre shall rise ont of Ts: > ‘Dis star. end itis 
© { viii } fe miko e P ; y) | 
cepire, whieh Cenote power, was the Siessiah, who 


i will wield the sce ptre in righteousness, until every | eurt 
)shali be subdued to his vovernment. 


, , ‘ 
But the star, of which y mderare only faint emblen e, 


and which engeged the aftention «f the prophetic 


asironoiners or Wise men of the exu-{. bho« do 


} passed Off) and ts place of which we ; 
the second appeoring of our blessed Sastour J sus Christ 


who ts powerfully manifested in the extensive s: read 


and promulgatiou of his go-pel, which is *a well of wae 
ter rpringiug up unto ev Clasting | es —whict 
‘fountain opened.’ wher inall t free access to Wesh 
in and be clean ;—which is good news to 
worid: sald the aly ] to tive shies} 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which all be unte 
all peopie ;* the gospel, wiich is, *a tree of tifey wi ich 
bears twelve mapner of fruits, whos: aves are for the 
bealog of the pations,’—ali the nations, 

hieve then, reclined beneath the an pices of love di- 


vine, on the carpet spread by ature. and 


a jt f)-biis Ha 


erds-—" pehold | 





surrounded 


Oy the fragrant colimess of muaht, here let us renew our 
{ A pa?) » eer » ‘ : ° 

aspirations to the eve r-p resent Deits . Whose * al) see lng 
peye pervades tue iiverse | whore guardian Land sup- 


ports us through the day, and whose watclitul care pro- 
tects us throush the slumbers of the might. And bere 
in this sequestered spot, Lorenzo, let n+ remeuisber and 
imitate the pious Augustine, and his mother Monico; 
who (4s ap author miorms us) ‘being engaged in dis- 
colrse on the beauties of the visible creation, rose by 
laiders,-namely, creation amd the starry heavens, 
‘o the glortes of the invisible state; till they were ine 


‘ 
wiese 


sjired with the most affecting sense of their superemi- 
nent exceliency, and aetuated with the most erdeut 
brecthings afier their full enjoyment: insomuch that 
they were almost Wrapt up into ihe bliss they contem- 
plated ; and scarce knew, whether they were iu the 
body, or out of the body.—Jlerrey. 

And here in conclusion, let ae address myself in bor- 
rowed langusge to those brilliant lominaries which rol] 
‘Leir buge bodies tuvough the sky, which pertorm their 
revolutions in exact periods, hey are the works of 
infuite wisdom. Says an author, * O, ye bighty orbs, 
that rol} along the spaces of the «ky ; | wondered a lit- 
tie while ago, at your vast dimeusions and ample cir- 
cuits. Bot now my amazement eeases; or rather, is 
entirely swallowed up by a imuch more stupendor. cub- 
| ject. Methinks yeur enormous bulk is shriveled to an 
atom ; your prodiwious revo'utions contracted to a span; 
while l muse upom the tar more elevated heights, and 
untathomable depths; the infinitely more extended 
lengths, and anlimited breadths, of the love of God 
manifested in Jesus Christ.’— Hervey. 


LAY PREACHER. 














